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DETAILED ACTION 

This is the first office action for Application No. 10/549,339, Support Base, filed 
6/16/06. This application contains claims numbered 1-35. 

Priority 

Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Specification/Abstract 

The abstract is objected to because the abstract is not commence on a separate 
sheet in accordance with 37 CFR 1 .52(b)(1). A new abstract of the disclosure is 
required and must be presented on a separate sheet, apart from any other text. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-15 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by US patent 
No. 5,687,060 to Ruch etal. 

Ruch et al. discloses a base support comprising: a support body 14 (see fig. 1 for 
example) having an upper surface, side walls supporting the upper surface and a lower 
surface or edge; retention means 66, 68, 70 for retaining the computer on the support 



Application/Control Number: 10/549,339 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3632 

body; and weight bearing means for carrying the support body above a supporting 
surface. 

As to claim 2, wherein the support body is dimensioned to extend beyond an 
outer perimeter of an outer casing of the computer. 

As to claim 3, wherein the retention means is a recess formed in or on the upper 
surface of the support base. 

As to claim 4, wherein the recess is dimensioned to receive a 
lower portion of the outer casing of the computer. 

As to claim 5, wherein the recess is defined by continuous internal wall surfaces. 

As to claim 6, wherein the internal wall surfaces may include 
at least one rib sloping inwardly and downwardly to enhance contact with the outer 
casing. 

As to claim 7, wherein the recess is defined by a plurality of 
vertical fingers 66, 70. 

As to claim 8, The device further comprising an anterior wall. 

As to claim 8, wherein the anterior wall is formed integrally with the support body. 

As to claim 9, wherein the anterior wall is formed separately from the support 

body. 

As to claim 10, wherein the anterior wall is removably engageable with the 
support body. 

As to claim 1 1 , wherein the anterior wall is hindedly connected to the support 

body. 
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As to claim 12, wherein the anterior wall is hingedly connected by a saddle and 
aperture coupling. 

As to claim 13, wherein the anterior wall is continuous with opposed side walls 
returns. 

As to claim14, wherein an upper edge of the opposed side 20 walls slopes 
downwardly and backwardly. 

As to claim 15, the device further comprising a cable shield (see fig. 5) positioned 
towards an end of the support body and which is spaced from the anterior wall. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16-35 are objected to, but would be allowable if rewritten to overcome the 
rejection, set forth in this Office action and to include all of the limitations of the base 
claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tan Le whose telephone number is (571) 272-6818. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Mon. through Fri. from 9:00 AM-6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Allen J. Shriver can be reached on (571) 272-6689. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Amy J. Sterling/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3632 
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/Tan Le/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 3632 



